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THE TOO-SHORT LIFE OF FREDERIC ZAAVY, JEWELER

Comporta, Portugal, late July 2011

The steady whisper of the surf brushing the beach reached our ears on the breeze. There we were in

that Portuguese hacienda, behind the dunes on the shore of the vast Atlantic, members of his tribe
of recent acquaintances whom he had brought together to talk to him, each in our way, about his
work and his life, to surround him and praise him as he deserved: the pair of American photogra-
phers who had spent the last year archiving his work and lifestyle in preparation for producing a
book on his life; the Spanish artist who had just completed his portrait; me to help him set down,
as the days passed, the book writing itself within him; his young son, Milan; his elder sister, Martine,
whom he cherished like a second mother, and her husband, Hervé, among other friends. And him-

self, of course, Frédéric Zaavy.

It was summer, and Comporta, a collection of a few low houses built on the sand, was a simple para-
dise bathed by the sea breeze. We were dressed in white, simply. And, behind the pleasure we took in
lunching on grilled fish and shellfish of every description that he provided for us with an unfailing
sense of the best, or during rides on the dunes in the electric car that he drove as if it were a child’s
toy, we all sensed, somehow, that these few days would be his last. Days of grace. On the verge of
death. In extremis. Like the sometimes strange conversations we had in the cool dawn air, they
are engraved in our memories as his living testament. A month later in Paris, surrounded by those
closest to him, Frédéric Zaavy died in his apartment on the Rue de Lille of a cancer that had dogged

him for three years, an illness that, up until his last hours, he had persuaded himself he could beat.

This passionate dandy, struck down at the age of forty-six, was poised to become a great French
jeweler, on the threshold of certain glory. He wanted to be the greatest and knew he was living on

borrowed time. This man in a hurry—this human meteor, lover of precious stones, and creator of
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Les Vagabondes
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COLOMBIAN HEART-SHAPED
EMERALD | 22.66 CT | 1995-1996 |
page 22 Photo by Sebastien Coindre

MILAN RING | BAGUE MILAN [ 1999 |
page 25

Center stone: heart shape diamond

Diamond and yellow diamond

CUFFLINKS | BOUTONS DE
MANCHETTE | 2000-2001 | pages 68-69

Black diamond, white diamond, pink diamond,
ruby, platinum and gold

PAVLOVA RING | BAGUE PAVLOVA |
2002 | page 71

Ballet Series 1

Diamond, gold and platinum

BLOSSOM RING | BAGUE FLEUR |
2006 | page 72

White, vivid pink and vivid blue diamond,
violet sapphire, moonstone, fire opal, emerald,
platinum, yellow gold, red gold and silver

BAOBAB RING | BAGUE BAOBAB |
2002 | page 75

Center stone: spinel

Diamond and gold

CLOUD RING | BAGUE NUAGE |
2007 | page 77

Center stone: oval diamond
White diamond, natural yellow diamond,

platinum and gold
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COQUELICOT EARRINGS |
BOUCLES D'OREILLES COQUELICOT |
2002 | page 79

Center stone: spinel

White diamond, platinum and silver

CADEAU RING | BAGUE CADEAU |
2004 | page 81

Center stone: spinel

Pink sapphire, diamond, gold and silver

NYMPHEAS BRACELET | BRACELET
NYMPHEAS | 2005 | pages 82-89

White, natural vivid blue, vivid yellow, vivid violet,
vivid pink and vivid black diamond, alexandrite,
fire opal, aquamarine, moonstone, ruby, natural
padparadscha, blue, pink and violet sapphire, tsa-

vorite, demantoid, platinum, yellow gold and silver

BUTTERFLY BROOCH | BROCHE
PAPILLON | 2003 | page 93

Fire opal, white opal, moonstone, diamond

OPAL LEGEND RING | BAGUE
LEGENDE OPALE | 2011 | page 95

Center stone : white opal
Diamond, spessartite, paraiba, tsavorite and

demantoid

FLOWER BROOCH LIMITED EDITION
BROCHE FLEUR EDITION LIMITEE |
2000 | page 96

Pink sapphire, tsavorite, diamond and yellow

diamond

PEONY RING | BAGUE PIVOINE |
2011 | page 98

Colored sapphire, tsavorite, diamond and ruby

Private Collection, Switzerland

PEONY RING | BAGUE PIVOINE |
2006 | page 101

Diamond, colored diamond, ruby, colored sap-

phire, gold and silver

PAVLOVA RING & EARRINGS |
BAGUE & BOUCLES D'OREILLES
PAVLOVA | 2002-2003 | page 102

Ring (2002)
Fire opal, diamond and gold

Earrings (2003)
Fire opal, diamond and gold
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RUSSIAN PENDANT |
PENDENTIF A LA RUSSE | 2003 |
page 103

Center stone: fire opal

Diamond, oval diamond, platinum and gold
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COQUELICOT EARRINGS |
BOUCLES D'OREILLES COQUELICOT |
2003 | page 105

Center stone: spessartite

Diamond, yellow diamond, gold and silver



Les Vagabondes

VAGABOND RING | BAGUE
VAGABONDE | 2010 | page 106

Les Vagabondes

VAGABOND RING | BAGUE
VAGABONDE | 2005 | page 106

KARSAVINA RING | BAGUE
KARSAVINA | 2003 | page 111

Center stone: cushion sapphire
White diamond, sapphire and lavender spinel

Private Collection, Switzerland

SMALL VAGABOND RING | PETITE
BAGUE VAGABONDE | 2005 | page 106

Center stone: blue sapphire
Diamond, blue sapphire, pink sapphire, violet

sapphire, palladium and gold

BIG VAGABOND RING | GRANDE
BAGUE VAGABONDE | 2006 | page 107

Center stone: tsavorite

Diamond, demantoid, tsavorite, gold and silver

BLUE VAGABOND RING | BAGUE
VAGABONDE BLEU | 2004 | page 106

Center stone: diamond
Oval diamond, white diamond, natural pink

diamond, platinum and gold

VAGABOND RING | BAGUE
VAGABONDE | 2004 | pages 108-109

Center stone: blue sapphire
Sapphire, hauyne, diamond, palladium,

gold and silver

Center stone: pink sapphire
Spinel, pink diamond, diamond, ruby,

colored sapphire, gold and silver

234

Ballet Series 3
Center stone: chrysoberyl

Pink sapphire, diamond, platinum and silver

MAGNIFICENT BRACELET |
BRACELET MAGNIFIQUE | 2006 |
page 113

Fire opal and diamond

MAGNIFICENT NECKLACE |
COLLIER MAGNIFIQUE | 2000 |
page 113

Colored sapphire, gold and silver

CUBE RING | BAGUE CUBE | 2004 |
page 115

NIJINSKY RING | BAGUE NIJINSKY |
2004 | page 126

Center stone: diamond

Platinum and gold

FREDERIC RING | BAGUE FREDERIC |
2002 | page 115

Center stone: blue sapphire

Platinum and gold

SIMPLICITY WATCH | MONTRE
SIMPLICITE | 2004-2005 | page 118

by Frederic Zaavy & Philippe Dufour
Diamond, pink diamond and platinum

Woman's model limited to this sole example

Ballet Series 5
White

Diamond, gold and platinum

Blue
Sapphire, gold and platinum

YELLOW SAPPHIRE NECKLACE |
COLLIER DE SAPHIR JAUNE | 1998 |
page 129

Yellow sapphire, diamond, gold and silver

AMAZON BRACELET | BRACELET
AMAZONE | 2005 | pages 136-139

Diamond, rose cut diamond, gold and silver
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OLGA SPESSIVTSEVA RING |
BAGUE OLGA SPESSIVTSEVA |
2003 | page 140

Ballet Series 4

Center stone: alexandrite

Diamond, alexandrite, gold and silver

CUSTOM RING | page 147

5.5 ct cushion-shape, brilliant cut,
Type Il Golconda D Flawless

Private Collection, Switzerland

SEAHORSE BROOCH | BROCHE
HIPPOCAMPE | 2004 | page 153

Diamond, yellow diamond, alexandrite, amethyst,
aquamarine, demantoid, Paraiba, colored

sapphire, tsavorite, hauyne, gold and silver
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